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debate. This matter, unlike the others, was settled.
On March 28th 1849 the King of Prussia was elected
German Emperor.
vn
The Prussian king to whom the imperial crown
was offered by the German National Parliament
was no longer Frederick William HI. That amiable
but futile monarch had passed away in 1840, leaving
his crown to his forty-five-year-old son, Frederick
William IV (1840-61). The new king was a far
abler man than his father, but his ability did not
lie in the sphere of either politics or war. He was
an elocutionist, a painter, a musician; he was
interested in science, literature, religion. The main
article of his creed was the dogma of the divine
hereditary right of kings. Hence, when the offer
of the German imperial crown reached him, he
emphatically rejected it as coming from a body
that had no power to confer it. He would not,
he said, 'pick up a crown out of the mud/ He
would not, moreover, outrage the Austrian Emperor
by setting himself up as a rival. So, on April 2ist
he made il gran rifiuto.
Completely shattered by this unexpected and
egreat refusal* of the Prussian king, the German
National Parliament gradually lapsed into silence,
unconsciousness, and coma. Finally it faded away
into non-existence. For two years Prussia and
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